National champion archer reviving glory that was ASU 
Pian captures indoor U.S. title, leads club sport
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SCOTTSDALE 

Scottsdale's Lindsay Pian always has been a straight shooter, but this time the Arizona State University freshman really hit the bull's eye. 


The 19-year-old recently won the 2006 U.S. National Indoor Championships in Salt Lake City, making her the top indoor female recurve archer in the country. 

"I'm just so happy that I can do this in my first year of college," said Pian, who had won national titles the past three years in the junior divisions. "It feels pretty good to know I've put in enough effort and focused well enough to get here."

Pian first started shooting seven years ago at a Girl Scouts camp in northern Arizona. What started out as a hobby soon turned into a passion. She credits her father, Robert, for fostering her interest in the sport, although she said nobody expected her to take it this far.

"My dad said I really needed to do something besides sit around the house," Pian said. "I started taking some lessons and participating in tournaments and got hooked."

Pian isn't just out there making a name for herself, either. As a member of ASU's resurrected archery program, she's helping return the school to its glory days of archery, said Kari Granville, the team's coach and a former Sun Devil archer. 

"She is very talented and is willing to work hard at the sport," Granville said. "She is one of a long line of great ASU archers."

In the 1980s, ASU was considered to have the best archery program in the nation. In fact, the program turned out several Olympic-caliber archers.

"If you wanted to get to the Olympics, you went to ASU first," said Granville, who competed for ASU from 1988 through 1991. 

In 1993, the program fell victim to budget cuts. With the help of Granville and other alumni, however, the program was rebuilt in 2005. 

Although there are only six members, and archery is designated as a "club" sport, the team is regaining momentum.

Being part of the new team has made Pian feel more at home during her first year. But getting the administration to take notice has been even more important, she said.

"It seems the administration forgot that we had a prominent archery program at one time," she said. "It's nice to be getting things back on track." 

Her goal for the rest of the year is simple - get through finals and stay on top of her game.

"I definitely want to go to the Olympics someday," she said. "That's my ultimate goal, but right now I want to focus on school, too." 

