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Like many preteen boys in the mid-1980s, Texas-native Kolby Granville loved “ninja stuff” and wanted

throwing stars for his 12th birthday. However, his protective parents refused. Enter a bow-hunting uncle
who suggested they get him a bow. What may have come and gone as just another hobby turned into a
lifelong obsession.

While Kolby was busy learning archery, his sister, Kari played tennis at a local junior college.
Unfortunately, an injury brought her athletic ambitions to an abrupt halt. “My tennis career was over,
so I went to see Kolby shoot. I thought it was the dumbest sport in the world,” she jokes. However,
that would soon change. “There was this guy in the archery shop who was the most beautiful thing
I'd ever seen. So he handed me a bow. And I was hooked.”

Once Kari learned that Arizona State awarded athletic scholarships for archery, her interest further
peaked. “ASU was a juggernaut in the sport, so I called the coach (Sheri Rhodes, who also happened
to be the 1988 Olympic team coach) and said, ‘I'm going to be really good someday and I can cither

play for you or against you.’ Sheri replied, ‘If you come out in January and make All-American in May,
I’ll give you that scholarship.™ Not only did Kari make All-American, but she also finished fourth in
the U.S. Collegiate Division and won Nationals that year. Shortly thereafter, home life worsened for
Kolby due to his parents’ recent divorce, forcing Kari (who is eight years his senior) to step in and
gain custody of her teenage brother.

Kolby was excited to expand his archery talents. “T actually shot with the ASU team when I was
a junior in high school.” ASU awarded him an archery scholarship where he went on to receive
All-American honors as well as play for the NCAA National Championship team.

Unfortunately, ASU was unable to maintain the financial support needed to run the program. “They
cut archery at the end of my freshman year but honored my scholarship until I graduated.” Despite
Kolby’s original ambition to become a high school history teacher, he spent the next five years on a
very different route.

After he graduated, he attended a seminar held by Henry Kissinger at ASU. He remembers how
Kissinger spoke of China’s 6,000-year history, how [China] has risen and fallen nine times over. “T
thought, ‘I want to [go there].”” Three short weeks later, Kolby bought a ticket to China with the hopes
of putting his teaching degree to work. “T was living in the middle of nowhere, about four hours by
train from Siberia. I taucht Enelish for a vear. then traveled around China and Tibet for a few months.”




[image: image4.jpg]Back in Tempe, Kari completed her undergrad with a degree in
political science. But she still yearned for more. “It was Kolby who
asked me what I really wanted to do. I always wanted to go to law
school, but people like us don’t go to law school. We don’t have
any money...”

Kari not only passed the LSATs without even studying, but scored
high enough to earn admittance into almost every law school in the
country. As she thinks back to those days, she’s grateful to her brother.

“I don’t think I would have even tried until he said, ‘Do what you want

to do. Give your life’s love a chance.
at ASU, she was

Community Services.

After graduating from law school

nvited to join the administration as the Director of

In 2005, the Granvilles” old private coach embarked on a mission to
reinstate the ASU program and enlisted Kari to lead the charge. She was
able to get her foot in the door at the athletic department and use her
legal background to get around barriers. “Kids started saying, ‘ASU

is back? The same

hool that put out a number of Olympic gold

medalists years ago?”” At the same time, her coach encouraged Kari to
pick up her bow again. “I was ranked 15th in the nation. At that point,
I had clout.” With a nationally-ranked coach and highly-competitive

students, the Sun Devils were definitely back.
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In the meantime, Kolby continued his worldwide journeys. “Yea, |
got my master’s degree... I ran for Tempe City Council, went into the
Peace Corps and was in Mozambique (an island southeast of Africa).
I liked that*

Kolby's eyes light up when he mentions law school. “At the time, I
applied to law school at ASU because Kari was there. I sat in on a class
with a guy named Professor Rose. If you've ever seen The Paper Chase,
he’s just like that guy. I absolutely fell in love with law school.”

Kolby's return to ASU was the icing on the cake for Kari, “When
Kari asked me to shoot for the team [this past fall], I thought, *Yeah,
whatever.” But then I thought, ‘I could be an All-American 14 years

later” It only took a few months of training for Kolby to rekindle
his talent.

As for the future — Kari is determined to get her team back to
nationals. She’s even attending the first round of the 2008 Olympic
trials. Kolby, will finish his law degree in June and plans to travel
to Prague and Cairo before beginning his career as an attorney.
Beyond that, Kolby says, “We just look at the target and breathe.

The rest takes care of itself.” +




